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Dear Tennis Patrons: 
 
As 2009 draws to a close I want to thank everyone who supported the Vir-
ginia Beach Tennis Patrons Association this year and congratulate all who 
participated in our leagues and other VBTPA sponsored events.   Iôm proud 
of our accomplishments this past year.  The 30

th
 Annual Banana Open 

Tournament was one of the premier tennis events in the Tidewater area, 
and it seems to get better every year.  The VBTPA was able to support jun-
ior and adult programs in the area, sponsor local USTA teams to compete 
in regional and national play, and provide fun events for our members to 
play tennis and socialize.  Our own, Karen Steenberg Tucker  recently re-
ceived the well-deserved award for Area League Coordinator of the Year  
from USTA/Va. Tennis.  We also modernized and upgraded our VBTPA 
website to make it more attractive, user-friendly, and allow online registra-
tion.     
 

As I complete my two year term as President of the VBTPA, I especially 
want to thank all the talented and hard-working Board members and Trus-
tees who run this organization and promote and support tennis with great 
enthusiasm.  Congratulations to new President Pam!  Happy holidays to 
all, and I hope Santa brings you that new racket youôve been wanting. 
 

Craig Gallagher  
President, VBTPA 
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In This Issue:  

Senior Menõs League 
This yearõs Senior Menõs League saw spirited play although our numbers were a slight bit less than last year.  

After battling each other and the weather, three winners emerged who traveled to the mountains of Virginia 

to compete at the Virginia District Championship, August 20 -23 at the Wintergreen Resort. The winning teams 

from our local league were:  3.0 Terry Browning , 3.5 Pete Linzy , and  4.0 Ricky Stevens .  Although our teams 

fought hard, none advanced to the Sectional Championships.  Thanks to all the captains and players who 

participated this year, and we hope to entice more to play next year.  

 

Jack Tucker, Senior Men Coordinator  
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USTA ADULT LEAGUE TENNIS REPORTUSTA ADULT LEAGUE TENNIS REPORTUSTA ADULT LEAGUE TENNIS REPORT   
   
HOORAY!!!!  WE ARE MOVING INTO THE 21ST CENTURY!!!! 

 

With this yearõs VBTPA fall league registration complete, we were 

thrilled to be able to do so electronically .  Thanks to our website ad-

ministrator Terry Wendt , we are now using Paypal to sign up our 

teams!  Captains collected money from their players then signed up 

teams without all the paper.  Additionally, captains were able to re-

cord scores electronically, email them to their level coordinators, 

me, the league coordinator and their opposing captain for confir-

mation!!!!  How GREEN is that???!!!   

 

Our spring league sacrifices have now paid off.  All courts at Owl 

Creek Tennis Center were back in business. They were resurfaced 

and painted with the beautiful US Open paint scheme.  

Please, please, please ask your players if any of them are NOT re-

ceiving the VBTPA newsletter.  If not, they should contact Pam Galla-

gher at rcgallagher1@cox.net   with their email address.  It is a great 

source of information and we are working hard to insure that it is dis-

tributed to all Patron members.  

 

THANKS TO ALL for another great spring season!  Lots of great work 

and cooperation got us through some difficulties. Competition was 

great as many winners were determined in a countdown.  
 

Congratulations to our winners:  

 

2.5 ladies daytime Jason Mueller (yes, Jason captained a 2.5 ladies 

team)  

2.5 ladies Sunday  Dolly Drab (Dolly Drab won the level in a playoff)  

3.0 men Terry Browning  

3.0 ladies Sunday  Melissa Frye  

3.0 ladies daytime Jan Ellmer  

3.5 men Chris Moran  

3.5 men Dan Griff  

3.5 ladies daytime Diane Stein  

3.5 ladies night  Linda Cedo  

4.0 men Giovanni Donatelli  

4.0 ladies night  Maggie Schratweiser  

4.0 ladies daytime Carina Simpson  (Carina Simpson won in a playoff)  

4.5 men Giovanni Donatelli (yes, he captained two winning teams)  

4.5 ladies Bonnie Holt (Smokinõ Aces) 
 

 

mailto:rcgallagher@cox.net
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(Continued from page 2)  

 

All reported a great experience at districts.  Our teams were competitive and everyone 

had wonderful time.  

 

Two of our teams won at districts and advanced to Sectionals:  

 

3.5 ladies team  Diane Stein  

 

4.5 ladies team Bonnie Holt  (Smokinõ Aces) 
 

Congratulations to both teams!! Competition was tough  and were once again very com-

petitive.  

 

The 4.5 ladies Smokinõ Aces did it!!!!  They truly were SMOKINõ.  They advanced to NATION-

ALS!!!!!!!!  And headed to VEGAS, BABY!!!!!!!!  If you had a chance to follow them Oct. 30 ñ

Nov. 1st on Tennis Link, then you already know that they came in 4th place at Nationals!!!!  

How awesome is that??!!!  This was an AMAZING feat, as there were 17 teams in the draw; 

one from each section.   Congratulations on a great competition!!!  You done us proud!!!  

 

Hopefully what happened there doesnõt stay there!! 

 

Thanks again to all of you for making this job fun!  

Karen Steenberg Tucker*  

 

*Editorõs Note:  Hearty CONGRATULATIONS to our own, Karen Steenberg Tucker on being 

awarded Area League Coordinator of the Year 2009 by USTA/VA Tennis!  As you know, 

Karen is our League Coordinator for the Adult Men's/Women's USTA League which plays in 

the spring.  She also coordinates the VBTPA Fall League and is currently on our board as 

VBTPAõs Vice-President. CONGRATUALTIONS also to VBTPAõs treasurer and senior menõs co-

ordinator, Jack Tucker for falling in love with Karen and marrying her last month!  

Notes From a Tennis UMP by Harry Felton ( USTA  Umpire )  

 

Just a reminder for all you league players:  CODE Violations : If you are playing doubles and one 

member of the team throws a racket, hits the court or net out of anger, hits the ball out of the 

court s playing area in anger, uses vulgar language, crosses over the net to see a ball mark on the 

opponents side of the court ( even if invited by the opponent ) , these are all code offenses, or any 

thing else that is UNSPORTSMAN like, with out a warning from the official. The first code violation 

= loss of ONE POINT, second code violation by either partner = loss of GAME, Third code violation 

by either partner = DEFAULT  Remember the racket and ball are not the one s who made the 

mistake, so don t take your frustration out on them. See  you on the court! 
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Our players have been quite 

successful in 2009.   We had four 

of our players ranked in the top 

ten in the Mid -Atlantic in the 14 

and under division alone.  We 

have continued to focus on giv-

ing the players a program that 

develops every part of their 

game by integrating fitness and 

mental strengthening into our 

routine.  We also have several 

young, up and coming players in 

the ten age group.  The players 

really work well together, and 

we continue to try to create a  

positive environment for them 

to grow as players and peo-

ple.   

A few of our players who are 

truly excelling are Olivia 

Large, Zack Zapatero , Allie 

Baer and Shannon Hud-

son.  Shannon is number one 

in the girls 14 and under divi-

sion in the Mid -Atlantic and 

just broke into the top 20 in 

the National rankings.  Allie is 

number 3 in the Mid -Atlantic 

and Olivia is number 5.  Zack 

finished number 5 in the 

14 and unders.  

- Julie &Ryan Davidson  

 

Juniors on the Rise  
 

Several area juniors were selected to compete in 

the USTA Mid-Atlantic Zonal Team Champion-

ships this summer. Zonals is a National level  team 

competition  between USTA sections.   Each team 

consists of 6 boys and 6 girls  with the highest rank-

ing in their age group. In the 12 and under age 

group, Scotty Watson, Emily Pence and Brooke 

Pilkington competed in Knoxville, TN.   Allie Baer, 
Shannon Hudson, Olivia Large and Zack Zapatero 

all competed  in the 14 and under championships 

in Naples, Florida, winning their age group!  

CONGRATULATIONS  
Alex Ritter and  

Ian Frazier  

For the second consecutive year, First Colonial's 

Alex Ritter (current junior)  and Cox's Ian Frasier 

(2009 graduate) received the Outstanding Metro-

politan Scholastic Tennis Player of the Year 

Awards.   They were both honored at a special Nor-

folk Sports Club luncheon this past summer. 

(Pictured left: Alex accepting her player of the 

year award.)  

High School News  

Davidson Tennis Academy  

Junior News  

 
 

Alex Ritter played on the 16 and under 

team  at Wake Forest University.   At the 

end of the week, Alex was awarded 

the USTA 16 and under Zone Team 

Championship Southeast Zone Girls 

Sportsmanship Award.  
 

Way to go, Juniors!  
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A Special Note of Appreciation 

 

On behalf of the Banana Open Committee and VBTPA, we would like to thank ALL who helped in 

making this year s Banana Open Tournaments a rousing success.  The Banana Open celebrated 

its 30th year in 2009 and because of our sponsors, players, and volunteers, it was truly a remarkable 

anniversary event.  The Banana Open Singles was held July 10  12th with 200 players., while the 

Doubles and Mixed Doubles  was held on August 14-16th with 326 players.  THOSE ARE AMAIZNG  

NUMBERS OF PARTICIPANTS!!  Each year only gets better.   Winners & Finalists had the opportu-

nity to advance to the Banana Open Challenge in Hilton Head in October 2nd 4th.    Congratula-

tions to all Winners and Finalists.! 

 

Our sponsors are THE BEST.   Thank you all for helping to support our Tournaments this year.   

Also, our Silent Auction contributors ROCKED and...what is a Banana Open Tournament without 

Bananas???  A Bananaless Tournament!! So, we extend a very extra special Thank You  to 

Blooms  Shore Drive Grocery Store  and MOST ESPECIALLY  to store manager, Mr. Ellenwood 

for his generous support of our tournaments for the 2nd year with Bananas;  not to mention a ton of 

other added goodies they donated to us.!!!  Mr. Ellenwood definitely appreciates area tennis players, 

so if you can, SHOP AT BLOOMS!  We truly appreciate their support and hope they continue to be 

a part of our events in the future because  most importantly, we needed those bananas for those re-

freshing  Banana Daiquiris, right?!  I truly believe that is what draws the players to the tournaments! 

Pictures of the Winners and Finalists are posted on the VBTPA website, www.vbtennispatrons.org 

and a few are in this newsletter.   We look forward to having you participate in 2010 Tournaments. 

Thank you, 

Claudette Sealy & Her Banana Bunch   

A.K..A.. Banana Open Committee :  Terri Karangelen ( Co-Chair ) ,  Doug Snidow, Pam Gallagher, 

Pat Mosley, Diane Adamson, Debra Trent 
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BANANA OPEN WINNERS & FINALISTS - 2009 

 
MEN & WOMEN SINGLES : 

MEN:  
JACKSON BREIT (OPEN WINNER)   ANDY HINKLE (OPEN FINALIST) 
JASON OBETZ (5.0 WINNER)    MIKE PUGH (5.0 FINALIST) 
LEONARD TETTEH (4.5 WINNER)   BRIAN LUKE (4.5 FINALIST) 
JEFFREY HEDLEY (4.0 WINNER)    EDWARD KAHN (4.0 FINALIST) 
MAURICE PASCUAL (3.5 WINNER)   RICHARD DOUMAR (3.5 FINALIST) 
MATT TEFFT (3.0 WINNER)    GEORGE MARINO (3.0 FINALIST) 
ROBERT WAVERLY (2.5 WINNER)   RHYAN FINCH (2.5 FINALIST) 

WOMEN:  
SHANNON ROGERS (4.5 WINNER)   LISA FANNEY (4.5 FINALIST) 
BARBIE TIMMS (4.0 WINNER)    PAT MCLEAN (4.0 FINALIST) 
MART MARI VON SCHLICHTING (3.5 WINNER)  BETH MARINO (3.5 FINALIST) 
MELISSA FRYE  (3.0 WINNER)    AUDREY YERMAL (3.0 FINALIST) 
SARAH METZ (2.5 WINNER)    JANICE HAMILTON (2.5 FINALIST) 

 

DOUBLES & MIXED DOUBLES:  
MENôS DOUBLES 
PETE KJLDSEN/WILL HAIGLER (OPEN WINNERS) 

JAMES TALLMADGE/JEFF ZENISEK (OPEN FINALISTS) 

MATT GRAHAM/BRIAN ROWE (5.0 WINNERS) 

MANH NGUYEN/KOSTA DOMBROWSKI (5.0 FINALISTS) 

DAVID SLACK/JEFF HENLEY (4.5 WINNERS) 

DAVID SLOANE/MIKE HEISLER  (4.5 FINALISTS) 

JEFF MANTZ/BILL WILLIAMS (4.0 WINNERS) 

FLOYD PETTAWAY/JERRY SCOTT (4.0 FINALISTS) 

ED SELF/TATE PARKERSON (3.5 WINNERS) 

 RANDY COOK/DAVID KIDD (3.5 FINALISTS) 

ALLEN & WITT HARPER (3.0 WINNERS) 

CHARLES PITTMAN/RON WEBER (3.0 FINALISTS) 

WOMENôS DOUBLES: 
HOLLY DOUGLAS/STEPHANIE HUNT (4.5 WINNERS) 

JANIS PROCK/KELLY WALLS (4.5 FINALISTS) 

TRUE CAPRIO/PRUE SALASKY (4.0 WINNERS) 

MARY JORDAN/DENISE NISBETT (4.0 FINALISTS) 

KATHY KRETZ/ANGELA WOLDMOE  (3.5 WINNERS) 

BETH MARINO/MARY GOLDBURG (3.5 FINALISTS) 

JUDY BAILEY/AUDREY YERMAL  (3.0 WINNERS) 

JEANNE REED/CELESTE PARKERSON (3.0 FINALISTS) 

FELIZ STEELE/JANICE HAMILTON (2.5 WINNERS) 

SHOSHANA MOSTELLER/LIZETTE DRISCOLL (2.5 FINALISTS) 

MIXED:  
KELLY WALLS/ROB BROWN (5.0 WINNERS) 

JANIS PROCK/JEFF HENLEY (5.0 FINALISTS) 

STACEY PATRICK/MANH NGUYEN (4.5 WINNERS)  

ASHLEY NATIONS/JIMMY PABON (4.5 FINALISTS) 

TIJEN IRELAND/ROB PRINCIPE  (4.0 WINNERS)   

DIANE ADAMSON/JUN CUJARDO (4.0 FINALISTS) 

ANGELA WOLDMOE/RAVI KHANDOUR (3.5 WINNERS)  

JANICE & MIKE BAINE (3.5 FINALISTS) 

LAUREN & ALLEN HARPER (3.0 WINNERS) 

DANIELA OTTO/JIMMY KIGHT (3.0 FINALISTS) 
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  Banana Open Singles  Winners & Finalists  
 

CONGRATULATIONS  

FROM  

THE VIRGINIA BEACH TENNIS  

PATRONS ASSOCIATION! 


