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Dear Tennis Patrons: 
 
With USTA Adult Spring League now in full swing, I found myself feeling overly nervous 
before a match and disclosing this to my captain, I whined, ñI hate to play against people I 
know really well because it makes me extra nervous...blah, blah, blahñ to which she                           
replied, ñOh, GET A GRIP!,ò and she did not mean I should get a new racket grip, either.  
Immediately, I knew she was right.  Every time I question why I play in this league,                
something always comes along to remind me that I absolutely love it!  Case in point, my 
teamôs name is TennisHolics .  óNuff said.  Also, 99% of the time, I have found league 
matches to be a most positive experience.  Stories spread of notorious matches or                           
players, but in truth, they are the exception to the high quality of play and sportsmanship 
in our leagues. I have found the competition to be FUN, exhilarating and of high caliber, 
too.  The VBTPA USTA Adult Spring League is the most competitive league around, with 
two of our teams making it past Sectionals last year and one coming in 4th place (see 
Smokinô Aces article on pages 2) in the whole nation.  Thatôs impressive!  Now, only a 
dear friend could tell me to ñget a gripò and thatôs another reason for loving VBTPAôs 
USTA league.  Over the years. Iôve met some incredible people through this league, many 
of whom have developed into cherished, lifelong friends.  At our recent Annual Awards 
Banquet & Party, to the delight of all of us umm, more ñseasonedò players, the enthusiasm 
for the game and the camaraderie of the newly formed Longshots  reminded us of why 
we love our league and ñtennis people.ò  (I hope you enjoy reading and can relate to 
Kerry Clayôs article about the Longshots  as much as I did. See page 5.)  That night, one 
other ñget a gripò type of moment occurred.  A previous opponent, whom I do not know 
very well, shared with me that her son was severely injured in an explosion in Afghani-
stan, very nearly losing his leg, and enduring incredible pain.  He is recovering, but slowly.  
Wow.  Now thereôs some perspective.  Thatôs REAL sacrifice!  I will think of him the next 
time I have to play court one 4.5 singles and will ñget a grip.ò  You see, you never know 
what it is like to walk in your opponentôs shoes and in the grand scheme of things, yes, it 
IS...ONLY...TENNIS, and as the familiar saying goes for us recreational players, ñWeôre 
not getting paid to be hereò - but, as ñtennis peopleò we are truly lucky.  Lucky to have our 
health, our friends and lucky to have discovered a sport that can add so much to our lives.  
HAPPY SPRING! 
 
Pam Gallagher,  
President, VPTPA  
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Senior Menõs League 
Calling all male tennis players 50 years old (birthday in 2010) and older.  The Senior Menôs League will kick 

off May 31 with competition at 3.0, 3.5, and 4.0 levels.  There will be a Captainôs meeting  held May 12 at the 

VBTCC at 6:30 PM.  Anyone interested in being a captain or playing on a team should contact, league                        

coordinator,  Jack Tucker (478 3194), jtucker234@aol.com.  This is a sanctioned league through USTA and 

has advancement to District, Sectional and National Championships.  Come out and enjoy playing with other 

mature players. 

mailto:jtucker234@aol.com
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CONGRATULATIONS VBTPA 2009 FALL TEAM WINNERS  
 

 
3.0 Men       Rockin Aces          James Nauert  

3.5 Men       Dog Catchers        Kevin Dubois  
4.0 Men      The Other Team Again      Nathan Bolling  

  
 

2.5 Ladies      Longshots               Kerry Clay/Jason Mueller  
3.0 Ladies Day  Sugar and Slice        Jan Ellmer  

3.0 Ladies Sun     Electric Slice             Mary Little Jones      
3.5 Ladies Day    Party at the Net         Roseanne Simon  

3.5 Ladies Night   Electric Slicers          Kelly Nauert  
4.0 Ladies Day     Line Tamers               Judy Berman  

4.0 Ladies Night  Fall Girlz                     Claudette Sealy  

  

Congratulations to the Smokinõs Aces!  4th Place in the Nation! 

 

Bonnie Holt, Lea Trant, Rebecca Jucksch, Laura Stone, Tammy                 

Mavromatis, Elisabeth Van Calcar, Shannon Heisler, Christie Ritter, 

Betsy Kainer, Georgina Arqaez Young, Molly Nissman, Lynne Johnson, 

Janet Hoffmann, Susan Willard.  
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 It only seems fitting that with a  team name as òSmokinõ Acesó that we advance 

all the way to 4.5 Nationals in Las Vegas, Nevada.  

 

 We had a vision to go all the way and that vision became a reality that none of 

us will ever forget.  Our team was going to not only win at Nationals, but also have fun.  

We established a bond during the season that carried through to the tournament and 

beyond.  We believed in each other, cheered for one another and cried for one                     

another.   As one of the 16 teams contending for the title, we saw that our level of                

tennis had what it took to win.  

 

 The morning of Halloween, we decided to play in our òMaidó costumes, that we 

purchased before we left.   We definitely stood out as the daring threat for the day.  

We won in the morning, which clinched winning our bracket.  So off with the costumes 

and GAME ON for the Quarters!  

 

 It was tied 2 -2 and down to the final match on the court, which went to a third 

set tie breaker.  We were up 9 -6 (three match points), with all eyes on the finals,                  

However, as tennis would have it, we lost 11 -9.  It was emotional for all of us to swallow, 

but we huddled arm and arm as we did from day one, and held our heads high to 

play for third and fourth in the nation.  We ended up coming in fourth and were proud 

of how we represented the Mid Atlantic and left our mark on Vegas!  

MAID FOR VEGAS 
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USTA ADULT LEAGUE TENNIS REPORTUSTA ADULT LEAGUE TENNIS REPORTUSTA ADULT LEAGUE TENNIS REPORT   
   
Adult USTA Players a ò10ó 
 

No doubt most of you have noticed a much larger number of players have had their ratings 

changed this year. In fact 30% of all league players nationally, had ratings changes, this is 

almost double from the prior year. The USTAõs decision to promote more players than ever 

was a desire to retain the integrity of NTRP guidelines, an effort to level the playing field and 

make rating levels more pure.  There has been a tendency for players to play down in order 

to advance, allowing the same people and teams to win over and over again. USTA has 

taken steps to insure that this trend does not continue.  

 

 

What does this mean for you, our local players??? It means much more even competition, 

playing against people more accurately assigned the correct rating and giving all of you a 

better opportunity for advancement.  

 

All of us were very surprised by this action of USTA; change is always unsettling and can be 

confusing. Several teams had to deal with the fact that some of their players were moved 

up and some were not. Some of you have played on the same team together for many 

years. As always, you have adjusted quickly, made decisions and are moving onward. Each 

of you decided the course of action in ways best suited to your individual needs. Some 

have determined, if one of us gets moved up we are all going with you, others will play at 

their respective levels on different teams but will but will certainly make sure to maintain the 

friendships.  

 

The articles in this newsletter are so representative of what USTA league tennis is all about.  

From the 2.5 ladies fall league winners the Longshots  who are having a blast and discover-

ing the joys of league tennis. They are creating new friendships along with new skills; they 

are loving the camaraderie, competition and fun that will most likely continue for a very 

long time.  Then to the 4.5 ladies team Smokinõ Aces who are seasoned players and several 

have been friends for many years. They played exceptional tennis and still managed to 

have fun, thus creating an incredible experience.  

 

It has been my experience that with each new challenge, league tennis players rise to the 

occasion effortlessly and with a great attitude.  

 

Many thanks to the Virginia Beach Tennis Patrons Association board, level coordinators, 

team captains and players for continuing to make my job so rewarding!!  

 

I greatly appreciate all that you do!!!!!!  

 

 
Karen Steenberg Tucker  

Adult League Coordinator  
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ñThe Best of the Worstò 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who would ever have imagined ité women, from all walks of life so outwardly dissimilar, 

one might wonder what could possibly have brought them together.  Then, as each woman              

begins to speak, followed by waves of laughter, the differences disappear and the common 

thread that runs through them begins to emerge.  Clearly, we all belong to the same sisterhood, 

and our differences pale in comparison to the bond that holds us togetheré tennis! 

Last year at Owl Creek Municipal Tennis Center, we found ourselves in the novice class, 

ñTennis in No Time,ò learning the basic skills of ground strokes, volleys, overheads and being 

barked at for our clowning on the court by our coach, Jason Mueller.  Before long, and with 

Jasonôs patience, we learned to reign in our excitement and hit the ball with a small amount of 

accuracy.  While we were attending our practices, a beautiful thing happenedðwe became 

friends.  We quickly bonded and became boosters of one anotherôs wavering confidence,                           

co-conspirators in lifeôs adventures, keepers of each otherôs secretsðthrough laughter, tears, 

and an endless river of talk, we are our own collective therapy group! 

Spring 2009 USTA team -from left to right:   Pat Gadzinski, Sarah Beall, Kerry Clay (captain), Karen                      

Ireland .  Down in front:   Norma Szczepankiewicz and Lisa Hartman .  (Not pictured from our Spring team is Trina 



 6 

I am reminded of a powerful quote, one I think about every time before a match.   This quote 

has become symbolic of our team, as this is how we strive to be:  ñForget about your losses. 

Laugh and hit. Youôll have more fun and win more in the long run.ò  We Longshots are proud 

to be ñThe Best of the Worst!ò  We have the greatest gift of allðour friendshipðand we have 

tennis to thank for that!    

Kerry Clay 

Captain, USTA 2.5 Longshots 

Fall 2009 VBTPA team ïfrom left to right: Trina Burgess, Norma Szczepankiewicz, Dari O'Brien,                            

Kerry Clay (Captain), Pat Gadzinski .  Front row/kneeling:   Karen Ireland, Sarah Beall .   

Giving Back to the Game You Love  
 

Volunteer and donation opportunities abound in our community and beyond, with each one     

being as worthy as the next.  Still, why not consider contributing your skills, time, and other 

resources to our areaôs tennis community?   You already do this merely by becoming a Virginia 

Beach Tennis Patron member.  As a collective group, our association sponsors a variety of              

local tennis causes: Special Olympics, Fall and Spring Adult Leagues, Tidewater Tennis 

Federation, Horton Tennis Academy, just to name a few!  Recently, a new opportunity has 

arisen. Chesapeake Bay Academy which specializes in educating  Kð12th grade ADHD, 

learning disabilities, and dyslexic students has formed a tennis program.  These childrenôs 

learning issues have prohibited them from being involved in certain organized sports, so we 

feel sure this new tennis endeavor will enrich their lives!  Chesapeake Bay Academy teacher 

and tennis enthusiast, Chris Simon is heading up this  effort.  Currently he needs, ball hoppers, 

score cards, balls and other tennis equipment.  If you would like to volunteer with this group or  

have equipment to donate, please contact Chris at csimon@cba-va.org   or  call Pam                        

Gallagher at 496-2500. 
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Are you ready to  Play Day this summer?  

Itõs easy as 1- 2 - 3  

 

1. Sign up by May 12 th   

a.  On site at the Virginia Beach Tennis and Country Club  The sign up sheet will be in the Pro 

Shop or you may call 481 -7545 to sign up. Please give your rating when you call.  

b. Call Emogene ï 461 -1752 or 270 -5445.  

Electronic entryé.see below. Cut and paste the lower portion of this  announcement and 

email it to Emogene at ejoh604574@aol.com  

 

2. Bring your racket and play from 2 to 4:15 p.m.  (round robin ï  

3 rounds: 2:00 -2:45, 2:45 -3:30, 3:30 -4:15.  

 

3. Join your friends, partners and opponents  on the porch after the final round of play for a 

great meal (plus free keg!).  

 

If you sign up and cannot come please notify us by May 14th so someone else can play. If you are 

not a VB Tennis Patron Association member you can join in the fun for a small annual membership 

fee of $10.  

 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð-  

    Play Day Entry Form -  Reply by May 12th.  

Full Name:  

 

Level:  

 

Sunday 
May 16, 2010 

 

  Free for Patrons!  

 

2:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
 


